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US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

USMTN 

ALSO FOR USEEC 

FOR AMBASSADOR STRAUSS FROM AMBASSADOR CHAMBERS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EC, BE 

SUBJECT: EC COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF MTN: JULY 26 
REF: BRUSSELS 8668 (NOTAL) 

AS PROMISED (REFTEL), OFFICIAL IN SIMONET'S CABINET 
BRIEFED US JULY 27 ON YESTERDAY S COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 08854 271932Z 

THE STRAUSS-COMMISSION AGREEMENT ON MTN. OUR SOURCE 
SAID THAT THE DISCUSSION WAS BRIEF, UNCONTENTIOUS AND 
REACHED A "GENERAL CONSENSUS" IN SUPPORT OF THE OVERALL 
TIMETABLE, INCLUDING SUBSTANTIAL END TO THE NEGOTIATIONS 
BY JANUARY 15, 1978. THERE WAS, HOWEVER, OPPOSITION FROM 
A NUMBER OF MEMBER STATES TO SETTING INDIVIDUAL, STAGED 
DEADLINES FOR DISPOSING OF SPECIFIC ITEMS. THE BELGIANS' 
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IMPRESSION IS THAT THE MEMBER STATES WANT A MORE FLEXIBLE 
ARRANGEMENT, WITH THE NEGOTIATIONS FOCUSSED THROUGHOUT ON 
THE SHAPE OF AN OVERALL ACCORD RATHER THAN BREAKING 
DOWN INTO A SERIES OF SEPARATE AGREEMENTS. CHAMBERS 
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